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Main Characters
Natasha Kiranovsky. – Spunky, with a quick temper and acid tongue, Natasha is ten years old in1950 when her Russian family flees Communist China for sanctuary in Sydney, Australia.
Mama - Natasha’s mother alone can speak English when their family arrives in Australia.
Papa - Natasha’s father believes in education as the way up for his children. He has trouble finding work as he cannot speak English. 
Babushka – Natasha’s grandmother and Papa’s mother, Babushka is very religious. She never learns to speak English and finds life in Australia a real challenge.
Elena – Natasha’s younger sister is dreamy and loves dolls.
Sonia – Natasha’s baby sister is born just before they leave China. 
Aunt Vera – Papa’s cousin who sponsors the family to Australia. She is prone to exaggeration and bragging. 
Peter and Vladimir – Aunt Vera’s sons, Peter is two years older than Natasha, and Vladimir is the same age as Natasha. 
Aunt Agnes – Babushka’s friend who was interned in Stanley Internment Camp in Hong Kong in the Second World War.
Jan – Natasha’s first real friend at school.
Lorraine – A popular but shallow girl at school who has serial friends.
Gina – A new girl at school who is Italian. She befriends Natasha and Jan.
Lizzie Flannery – The Flannery family move in next door to Natasha. Lizzie becomes a good friend of Natasha’s.
Uncle Sasha – Papa’s brother who has been missing for nine years.
Plot Summary  
Set in Sydney, Australia, in 1950, the story moves between Natasha’s past in Shanghai, China, which her family fled after the Communist takeover, and her first year in Sydney. The challenges of immigration and resettling are central to the book.  
Unable to speak English, Natasha Kiranovsky is angry at her new Australian school. She hates leaving her Shanghai home, and is puzzled when her new school mates inaccurately call her a communist. She, her sisters, Elena and baby Sonia, as well as Mama, Papa and Babushka, all crowd into their sponsor’s, widowed Aunt Vera’s house, where conflict and culture clashes occur. Mama speaks English and finds work quickly, but Papa has problems as he only speaks Russian. Once he finds a job, they move to their own home. 
Remembering their Shanghai home, Natasha relives a day during the Japanese occupation, when rifle shots rang out as she was walking home. Although she reached home safely, Papa is late. Soldiers had detained a group of men and anyone with U.S. dollars was shot. Papa was carrying U.S. dollars, but a flap in his wallet saved his life.
When Aunt Vera and her sons, Peter and Vladimir, come for Elena’s birthday, Natasha adopts a new personality. Conflict erupts and Peter slaps Natasha. Welts on her face reveal the truth to the adults. After the party, popular Lorraine, a former friend at school, phones, and Natasha realizes she doesn’t need a different personality. She befriends Jan, another former friend of Lorraine’s.
Natasha and Babushka remember their journey to Sydney from Shanghai. They traveled to Tianjin on a train which is stopped and searched by soldiers. Next they sailed in the suffocating hold of a ship to Hong Kong, where a delay depleted the family’s savings. The final leg from Hong Kong to Sydney, however, was close to pleasurable.
Outside her Sydney home, Natasha hears a potential buyer of the house next door asking about ‘bloody-New-Australians.’ Natasha rebukes him, then worries her outburst might cost her the puppy her parents promised, but they have chosen a dog she names Happy. The Flannery family move in next door and Lizzie, a tomboy, becomes a special friend. 
When Babushka’s friend, Agnes, becomes ill, Natasha, Babushka and Papa visit. On the train, a woman tells the family they should learn English or leave. Natasha answers her back. The other passengers are wary until Papa prompts her to say they are ‘White Russian’. As they walk to Agnes’ home, Papa spits on the road. Natasha is appalled, and realizes she is becoming ‘Australian.’ Shopping for groceries, Natasha buys rhinestone buttons for Mama and Babushka to compensate for the glamorous life they left behind, but Papa and Agnes’s discussion of the war and Agnes’ time in a civilian internment camp, make her realize that jewelry is not so important.
At school, Lorraine taunts Natasha’s long frizzy hair but Mama forbids her to cut it. Natasha is annoyed that Gina has usurped her position as ‘foreigner’ and jealous of her pretty hair. However, she agrees to her teacher’s request to shepherd Gina at recess. That evening, trying to copy Gina’s hair, Natasha cuts her own. The resulting disaster angers Mama. Gina chooses to be friends with Natasha and Jan, snubbing Lorraine. 
While playing with Lizzie, Natasha returns home for an errand. The bedroom door slams and as baby Sonia does not wake, Natasha suspects hearing problems. She confides her suspicions to her parents who are so upset that Natasha feels she is to blame. Her parents take Sonia to their doctor who praises Natasha for noticing, and refers them to an expensive specialist. Meanwhile a letter arrives from Russia. Mama’s father is ill. When they return from seeing the specialist, Mama’s mother, Gran, calls from Russia. Grandpa has passed away.  
 Aunt Vera, dressed elaborately, arrives at the Russian Orthodox cathedral in Sydney for Grandpa’s memorial service. Natasha guesses she is looking for a husband. Waiting for taxis afterwards, Vladimir pokes Natasha in the chest, causing Aunt Vera to swing her handbag at him. He pummels her and Papa intervenes. Mama slips into depression. When Mrs. Flannery asks Babushka to buy eggs from their chickens, Babushka is delighted. She hints that Gran earned money in an outrageous way when she and Grandpa eloped to China.
A Russian diplomat delivers a package from Gran containing an heirloom ring and a note that jolts Mama out of her depression. Sonia takes her first steps, leading Babushka to prophesy that Sonia will someday be famous, Elena will be rich and Natasha will have an interesting life, travelling the world. 
While bathing Sonia, Mama relates how Gran posed nude for artists when she eloped to China. They notice Happy is sick, but Mama postpones a visit to the vet as they need the money for Sonia’s medical treatments. As Happy does not improve, Natasha collects egg money and a loan from Vladimir and goes alone to the vet who diagnoses distemper. Mama has followed Natasha and confirms they had never heard of vaccinations for dogs. Walking home, Natasha lashes out at her mother’s insensitivity to Happy and to her. Back at home, Babushka claims animals can sense family calamities and Happy may be sacrificing himself for Sonia. She describes a wonderful heaven for dogs, but Natasha endures a sleepless night.   
At school, her friends shield Natasha from Lorraine. The teacher gives notes to five students, including Natasha, to take home. When Mama returns from work, they phone the vet who tells them Happy has died. Natasha is inconsolable. Mama then tells her about a baby brother who died in infancy. The school note invites Natasha for testing for advanced students, raising the chances for a university education, Papa’s dream. Sonia responds to Natasha’s spoken word ‘stop’, giving the family hope. Lizzie arrives to console Natasha, who realizes she has good friends and a new life. They plan a Russian memorial service for her wonderful Australian dog.
 About the author
Katherine McCaughan was born in Shanghai, China, to Russian parents. She moved to Sydney, Australia in 1950 before she started school. Growing up in Australia, she graduated from the University of Sydney and Sydney Teachers College. She taught English and History at the high school level before moving to the United States to live. She also lived in Hong Kong for ten years. 
Natasha Lands Down Under was awarded a gold medal in the 2009 Moonbeam Children’s Book Awards.
Initiating Activities
1. Students discuss themes of the novel –
a) Immigration
b) Adapting in a new environment
c) Dealing with an inadequate income
d) Cultural differences
e) Dealing with your own or a sibling’s physical disabilities                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
2. Background -  Students research -
a) communism as a political theory 
b) the opposing sides in World War 11
c) Australian differences – unusual animals and plants, different times for seasons etc.      
Chapters 1, 2 and 3
1. How does Natasha feel at her new school? What does this tell you about her character? 
2. What names do the other students call Natasha? Are there derogatory names you know of that other immigrant groups are called? How would people feel when called these names?                             
3. What cultural rule did Natasha break when she reached Aunt Vera’s house?  Why did she think it was okay to do this?                                                                                                              
4. How do Natasha’s and Elena’s reactions to Aunt Vera differ and what does this say about their personalities?                                                                                                                                  
5. What problems face Natasha’s parents on arriving in Australia?                                                                         
6. How does Papa feel about his inability to find a job?                                                                      
7. List some of the problems that face Natasha in living in her aunt’s home?                              
8. Would you like to stay in someone else’s home for an extended time? Why or why not?                                                                                                                                                 
9. Why does Papa think that education is so important for Natasha and her sisters?                             
10. In Sydney, Australia, in 1950, how were the lavatories different to how they are now?  
 Vocabulary   -   Liverwurst (5)   amah (6)  rickshaw (6)  pedicab (6) hawker (6)  coolies (6)   swarthy (7) meandered (8) turmoil (9) flailed (9) barrage (10) volley (11) placate (11)                 brocade (12) porcelain (15) fragile (15) convictions (16) determination (16) fedora (18)           decanter (19) refugee (20) momentary (21) empathy (21) negotiated (22) menacing (22)       scoffing (23)  scurrying (23) curlicues (23) linoleum (24) 
Writing Activity                                                                                                                                        Write a story describing your first day in a new school in a country where you cannot speak the language, or in a different area of the U.S.A. where the accent is very different from yours.
Make a list of important things to consider when deciding to move to another country. Make another list of items you would look for in a country you might consider moving to.
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                               Draw a picture of   -                                                                                                                                        a) a scene in China,                                                                                                                                        b) of what you imagine Natasha looks like, or                                                                                               c) what you imagine Aunt Vera looks like. 
Chapters 4, 5 and 6
1. Why did Natasha’s family have to leave their home in Shanghai, China?                                                                                                      
2. How did Natasha’s parent’s pay for their tickets to leave? What does this tell you about their financial situation?                                                                                                                           
3. Why did Mama’s parents use code to warn Mama and Papa not to join them in Russia?                                                                                                                                    
4. From the book, did Australia seem welcoming to migrants from different ethnic groups after the Second World War?                                                                                                                             
5. Why did Natasha’s family move to Australia rather than somewhere else?                                           
6. What does the term ‘make do’ mean to Natasha and why does she always need to do this?                                                                                                                                                          
7. In 1950 what were the most common occupations for working women?                                             
8. What do you think might have happened to Natasha if she had been on the street with Papa when the shooting started?                                                                                                        
9. How is Natasha’s future in her new house different to what it might have been in her old home in Shanghai?
10. Why do you think the author wrote about Papa’s escape because of the flap in his wallet?
Vocabulary -   impatient (25) sponsor (25) samovar (26) tasseled (27) haven (27) occupation (27) concession (27) peered (27) familiar (28) blockade (29) lacquer (30) encircle (32) dependent (32) governess (33) heritage (35) terraced (37) complied (38) squatted (39) alternating (40)               raucous (40) mahjong (40) reverberated (41) indulged (42) hesitation (43) coax (44)                sporadically (44) averted (44) encircling (49) 
 Writing Activity                                                                                                                                                In 1950 women were relegated to only a few occupations. Make a list of ways that they might be discouraged from taking on different jobs.       
Write a short essay in Papa’s voice describing what happened when he was waylaid by the soldiers who were enforcing the order regarding U.S. dollars.   
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                                     Draw a picture of  -                                                                                                                                a) the family’s dining room in Shanghai                                                                                                              b) Natasha’s home in Shanghai or her home in Australia or                                                                                    c) Papa after he returned from the Pavilion
Chapters 7, 8 and 9
1. Is it possible to change your personality as Natasha was trying to change hers? Explain your answer.                                                                                                                                                   
2. What do Peter and Vladimir think is important that is different to Natasha’s values?                                                    
3. How did male and female roles differ at that time?                                                                                              
4. Do you think Natasha is rude to Aunt Vera?   Explain your answer.                                                                                     
5. How does Mama feel about Aunt Vera? What words let you know this?                                         
6. What information does Aunt Vera give Natasha’s family about selective high schools?                                                 
7. Do you think Natasha is right when she thinks Vladimir knows how his mother exaggerates?  Why do you think this?                                                                                                                                        
8. What do you think Aunt Agnes thinks of Aunt Vera? Which aunt do you prefer?                               
9. What does Natasha decide about her old personality? Why?                                                                       
10. How would you feel if you had a missing relative in your family?                                     
11. Why do you think the author wrote about Natasha’s missing uncle?                                                   
12. How would you have enjoyed Natasha’s journey to Australia? Which part was the worst?                                        
13. What do you learn about Uncle Sasha’s and Papa’s personalities from Papa’s stories?                                                                                                                                                         
14. What impressions do you get of Shanghai, Hong Kong and Sydney as places to live?
Vocabulary – flexed (52) miniature (54) patronymic (55) flourish (55) muskrat (55) lathered (56) chenille (58) divert (58) petulant (59) martyrdom (61) conscience (61) mimicked (61) confrontation (61) basking (64) conjecture (64) exalting (64) sidled (66) vindicated (70)                  sepia (71) icon (71) claustrophobic (75) contamination (76) pummel (77) gesticulating (77) speculated (78) plausible (78) commiserate (78) prostrate (78) shroud (79) reveled (79) treacherous (80) speculated (80) commissioned (80) contingent (80)  anticipation (81) tethered (81) parched (84) myriad (84) keening (85) 
Writing Activity                                                                                                                                              Write an essay describing one day of Natasha’s life traveling in the hold of the ship.
Make a list of the ways that Natasha’s family tried to locate missing Uncle Sasha. Write a few paragraphs describing how you would try to locate a missing relative today?
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                                                Draw a picture of  -                                                                                                                                                  a) any scene in Chapter 7 at Elena’s birthday party,                                                                                           b) any part of Natasha’s journey to Australia, or                                                                                               c) write a poem about Uncle Sasha and what might have happened to him.

Chapters 10, 11 and 12
1. What attitude does the term ‘bloody-New-Australians’ convey to you?                                                    
2. How do you feel about the way Natasha answered the old man’s question about ‘bloody-New-Australians’? What do you think of her parents’ reaction?                                                            
3. Natasha’s life changes when Happy arrives and the Flannery family move in. How do these two things make such a big difference?                                                                                                
4. What do you think might happen to Mrs. Popov and Marina?                                                                
5. What is Papa’s view of the value of education?                                                                                      
6. How do you think immigrant parents might feel when they have to rely on their children to lead them where they need to go?                                                                                                                                                       
7. What do you think of Natasha’s answer to the woman on the train?  What would you have said to her?                                                                                                                                             
8. Why do you think the author wrote about this train journey?                                          
9. Had you heard the term White Russian before?  What does it mean?                                                                                
10. What do you think a dinkum Aussie is?
Vocabulary  -  ensuing (88) justifying (90) engrossed (95) quote (95) pretext (95) intensity (101) reverberated (101) exuberant (102) ritual (102) exotic (104) crucifix (108) marooned (112)  descendent (116) 
Writing Activity                                                                                                                                          What are some ways that prejudice hurts communities? 
Write a short essay pretending you belong to one of these immigrant groups and describe ways that people can treat you differently. 
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                                       Draw a picture of                                                                                                                                               a) Natasha watching the prospective buyers leaving the house next door,                                                  b) Happy as a puppy, or                                                                                                                                  c) Lizzie and her siblings.
Chapters 13, 14 and 15                                                                                                                               
1. How do Papa and Babushka differ in their attitudes towards different governments and                          people?                                                                                                                                                                             
2. What does it mean to become a ‘naturalized’ citizen of a country?                                                    
3. How does Natasha react to Papa spitting? Why is her reaction different now?                                                       
4. What do you think the word ‘blokes’ means?                                                                                         
5. To which American game is cricket most similar?                                                                              
6. Do you know anyone whose life changed dramatically as Aunt Agnes’ did?                                                 
7. Why couldn’t Papa go to college? Do you think his job as a car mechanic suited him?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
8. Natasha was self-confident in Shanghai, whereas in Sydney she constantly worried about fitting in. Would she have become this way anyway in Shanghai, as she became a teenager?                                 
9. Why do you think Natasha sacrificed the candy she wanted for the rhinestone buttons?                                                                                                                                                           
10. What other countries did the Japanese invade at the same time as Pearl Harbor occurred?                                                                                                                                                   
11. What three things does Babushka list as differences in living in Australia as compared to Asia? How is Babushka’s life affected because she cannot speak the language?                                                    
12. How does Agnes view the challenge of living in a new place?                                                             
13. What are civilian internment camps? Had you heard of them before?                                                   
14. What is one difference between Russian and British funerals?
Vocabulary – sprawled (118) jutted (118) reclined (123) miniscule (123) chamber pot (123) fraying (123) mannequins (127) rhinestone (128) evacuating (130) rummaged (131) racism (131) undermine (133) internment (133) trivialities (134) congested (135) queue (138) camphor (139) penance (141) reminiscing (142) 
Writing Activity                                                                                                                                                       Pretend that you have been placed into an internment camp. Then, write a story about an incident you might encounter there. 
Write a few paragraphs explaining Papa’s views on the value of education.
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                                Draw a picture of –                                                                                                                                                   a) Babushka,                                                                                                                                                     b) write a poem that depicts Babushka’s personality, or                                                                               c) draw a picture of Aunt Agnes
Chapters 16, 17 and 18
1. What does Natasha’s hairstyle represent to her?                                                                                        
2. How are Natasha and Jan different?                                                                                                         
3. How does Natasha feel about Gina, the new Italian girl? Why does she feel this way?                                  
4. Why does Lorraine feel she would be a better guide for Gina?                                                                   
5. How does Natasha convince herself that it would be okay to cut her own hair?                                             
6. Should Natasha have been punished more by her parents for disobeying Mama and cutting her own hair?  Explain your answer.                                                                                                                                             
7. Why do you think Gina stayed with Jan and Natasha instead of going off with Lorraine?                 
8. Had you noticed that Sonia always slept through noises? If you were Natasha, would you have suspected hearing loss?                                                                                                                             
9. What did you think of the way Babushka fixed Natasha’s and Lizzie’s quarrel? How did it make Natasha feel?                                                                                                                                 
10. Why do you think the author wrote about Natasha cutting her own hair and what happens afterwards?
Vocabulary – hoisting (143) intruding (146) evasively (146) orbit (147) predicament (147) mesmerized (148) speculated (150) ominously (151) stupor (152) commotion (153)                  contorted (154) tentatively (157) radiated (158) rummaged (159) 
Writing Activity                                                                                                                                         Write a short essay on the qualities you look for in a friend. Would Natasha and Jan fit into your group of friends? 
List some ways you and your friends might welcome a new student to your school or draw a picture that depicts something that happens in these chapters.
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                              Draw a picture of –                                                                                                                                      a) Natasha before and after she cut her hair,                                                                                                        b) draw a picture of Gina or Jan, or                                                                                                 c) write a poem about Sonia
Chapters 19, 20 and 21  
1. Did Natasha handle her suspicions about Sonia’s hearing problem well? Why?                                            
2. What are some ways Natasha’s family copes with not having enough money?                                             
3. How does Papa feel about accepting financial help? What does this tell you about him?                          
4. Do you think Babushka would really go to live with Aunt Vera?  Explain your answer.                                                                   
5. What are some ways that Babushka is important to the family?                                                               
6. What made it so difficult to phone Mama’s parents in Russia?                                                 
7. What added problem did the family have in teaching Sonia to speak?                                                                       
8. Did the Russian church service for Natasha’s Grandpa give you a feeling of peace? How did the author achieve this?                                                                                                                                                     
9. What could be some of the motives for Aunt Vera to sponsor Mama’s mother to come to Australia?                                                                                                                                       
10. What is the point of the sweet rice that Russian people take to a funeral service?                                      
11. How does Natasha feel about Papa always wanting a son?                                                     
12. What reasons does Mama give for not having another child?
Vocabulary – shrouded (167) calamity (173) toil (176) frustration (178) reveled (178) exaggerated (179) facial (179) alienate (180) residual (181) function (181) chasuble (183) emissary (183) cavernous (184) inner sanctum (184) censor (185) incense (185) luminous (186)  aura (187) flailing (190)
Writing Activity                                                                                                                                             Write a short essay about a person who has a disability and how it affects his/her everyday life.
How do people comfort themselves or each other when there is a death of a friend or family member?
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                                     Draw a picture of  -                                                                                                                                               a) Sonia at the doctor’s office,                                                                                                                     b) Aunt Vera at the church, or                                                                                                                      c) Mama waiting for the taxi 
Chapters 22, 23 and 24
1. Natasha was a child in Shanghai. How does she feel now as she responds to the problems facing her family?                                                                            
2. What is depression? Why do you think Mama suffers it now?                                                                                                                                                   
3. Why does Natasha not ask her parents for pocket money? Does it seem fair that she does not get any and the other kids at school do?                                                                                                       
4. Mrs. Flannery seems flustered when she comes in to buy eggs. Why might that be?                                  
5. What kind of funeral did Grandpa have in Russia? Why was it like that?                                               
6. What did the Russian man think happens when you die? What do you think of that explanation? What does the Russian man think about communism and capitalism?                                                    
7. How did Mama react to the fact that the man had been a communist and an atheist? 
8. What is the significance of the ring Mama receives?                                                                 
9. Were you surprised by what Gran did to earn money in China? Can you think of any other way of earning money in her circumstances?                                                 
10. What prompted Babushka to predict fame for Sonia, riches for Elena and an interesting life for Natasha?                                                                                                   
11. How are Gran and Babushka different in how they relate to Natasha?                                                                                                 
12. What kind of demands for money is Mama trying to juggle when Natasha wants to take Happy to the vet? 
Vocabulary – depression (192) rouse (192) audible (193) prone (193) sautéed (194)       camouflaged (194) disheveled (195) feisty (197) inhabited (199) atheism (202) adamant (202) traipsed (203) defied (204) reverie (205) evaporated (205) 
Writing Activity                                                                                                                                        Write a short essay about whether you would like to be rich, famous or have an interesting life.
Make a list of ways that Natasha could perhaps have made money besides selling eggs.
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                                    Draw a picture of    -                                                                                                                             a) Natasha helping Babushka make pelmeni,                                                                                               b) the Russian diplomat who brought Gran’s ring, or                                                                                                  c) draw a picture of Gran’s engagement ring.
Chapters 25, 26 and 27 
1. How has the family’s lifestyle changed with their move from Shanghai to Sydney?                                                                                                                                                         
2. Do you think Vladimir’s love for Happy makes him a nicer person? Why?                                                                                                               
3. Is Mama unreasonable in waiting before taking Happy to the vet?                                                                                                              
4. What do you think of Natasha for deciding to take Happy to the vet herself?                                      
5. How do you think Mama felt when she followed Natasha?                                                                        
6. Do you think animals can sense some things that humans cannot? Explain why.                                                        
7. Has one of your pets died? Did you get another one?                                                                      
8. Why does Mama tell Natasha about Matvei at this point in her life?                                                                                              
9. Why is the letter Natasha takes home from school so important?                                                             
10. What do you think will happen to Sonia?                                                                                                                        
11. At the beginning of the book, Natasha wondered if she would become Australian or stay Russian. How has she settled this at the end?
Vocabulary – eloped (208) mortgage (208) averted (209) superimposed (209) outrageous (210) rouge (211) swiveled (215) dilated (216) rummaging (219)  circulation (221) braced (222) protruding (222) ventured (222) vigorously (224) haphazardly (224) antiseptic (224) slackened (224) immunizations (225) ophthalmoscope (225) palpitations (225) illuminated (226) clenched (226) brittle (227) recrimination (227) embittered (228) indentations (228) dejected (228) engulfed (230) coarsely (230) ecstatic (234) scrutinized (236) constricted (237) rotation (241) callused (242) 
Writing Activity
Write a different ending to the story.
Prepare a character attribute web for three of the characters.
Alternative Activities                                                                                                                                       Draw a picture of –                                                                                                                                        a) Natasha and her sisters,                                                                                                                               b) Everyone holding candles at Happy’s memorial service, or                                                                       c) write a poem about Natasha’s life.


Post-Reading Discussion Questions
1. How has this book changed you?
2. Would you have enjoyed the book more if Natasha’s dog, Happy, had survived his illness?
3. How does Mama view Mrs. Flannery’s life as she stays home with her family, and how does Mrs. Flannery view the fact that Mama works?                                                                           
4. Discuss the importance of immunizations for children and pets. 
5. Discuss the author’s writing style in terms of  - dialogue b) description c) atmosphere d) historical detail. 
6. Discuss other possible endings. 

Post Reading Extension Activities
1. On a map, follow Natasha’s journey from Shanghai to Tianjin to Hong Kong and finally to Sydney. 
2. Make a list of differences that you have learned about life in China and Australia.
3. What do you think will happen to Sonia in her life? Babushka predicted she would be famous but not in what field. Write a short essay showing her becoming famous.
4. In stories there is usually a beginning, middle and end, whereas real life is more random. Is there a strong plot in this novel or is this more similar to what life is really like?
5. Do you feel that the characters are speaking in Russian even though it is all written in English? 
6. Compare Natasha at the beginning of the novel and at the end. Write three paragraphs cataloguing how she has changed. 
7. Why do Natasha and Aunt Vera clash so much. What is it about Aunt Vera that Natasha finds difficult and why does Aunt Vera dislike Natasha?   
8. Find out some of the ways that deaf children benefit from technology today that were not available in 1950.
9. What was the most interesting thing you learned by reading this story?
10. If there were to be a sequel, what are some of the things you would like the author to write about.                                                                                                                       
11. Write a poem about Natasha or about something in the book. 
12. How would your life have been different if you had lived in 1950?
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